4a  Why might doctors want to ‘help patients end their lives?’

4 marks for any two good reasons. Examples…

· Even though doctors have taken the Hippocratic oath to save lives they may think that to avoid a patient suffering further who has very little quality of life, they could help a patient die with dignity.

· Helping a patient to die could save a lot of costs to the NHS to allow a patient to die. For example increase the morphine dosage etc.

· To free up hospital beds or places in nursing homes to make room for the queue of patients.

4b.  ‘Euthanasia is the mark of a civilised society’.


How far do you agree with this statement?

6 marks for three good reasons/arguments.

Arguments for euthanasia.

· Argument for voluntary euthanasia where a patient requests the right to die with dignity.

· Argument for involuntary euthanasia where someone has to make a decision to switch off a life support machine etc.

· Argument for passive euthanasia.

If it was a pet dog or cat suffering then they would be humanely allowed to die by a drug injected into them.

